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Dr. R. McFerran Crowe naa 


Accepts Call To Presidency 
Of Belhaven College 


Dr. Crowe is a native of Abingdon, Va., 
but grew up in Memphis, Tenn., and St. 
Louis, Mo. His father was Pastor of Idle- 
wild Presbyterian Church in Memphis and 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
St. Louis. He is a graduate of Hampden- 
Sydney College and of Union Theological 
Seminary. He was the Thomas Cary John- 
son Fellow of 1936-37 and received his 
Th.M. degree there in 1937. He spent two 
years in Home Mission work in Abingdon 
Presbytery and was called from there to 
the Prytania Street Presbyterian Church, 
New Orleans, La., where he served from 
1939 to 1943. From 1943 to 1946 he was 
a Chaplain in the Air Corps. He then went 
as Pastor of Central Church, Oklahoma 

City, Okla., from 1946 to 1950. Since then 
he has been Pastor of North Avenue 
Church, Atlanta, Ga. Dr. Crowe is a 
member of the General Council of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. For two years he did graduate 
work at Emory Graduate School in Church 
History. With the calling of Dr. Crowe to 
tie Presidency the Synod has voted to make 
helhaven a Co-educational College. 
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EDITORIAL 


Not Personalities 
But Issues! 


~weww 


Elsewhere in these columns is an editorial by our 
Associate Editor which we not only endorse but to 
which we wish to add a further word. 


We are disturbed because from many sources 
there is evidence that those who oppose union are 
being subjected to attacks which are utterly un- 
Christian. When the “background,” motives, work 
and even character of Christian men is made the 
subject of attacks, thereby seeking to discredit their 
position with reference to a matter of church policy, 
it is high time that Christian people stop, think and 
then pray. 


Some who are opposing union may have been 
equally unwise in some of their remarks, Because 
of this, this editor has recently been forced to reject 
some contributions for our columns. However, we 
do not know of one instance where personalities 
have been dragged into the discussion as has re- 
cently been the case by some advocates of union. 


In any case we believe the best interests of our 
Church and the Lord’s work will be served if we 
all keep our activities, either pro or con, on the 
level of the issues involved, not the individuals who 
are for or against union. —H.B.D. 





It Is Time For 
Prayer 
The first consideration of our Church is that we 


shall glorify our Lord, by finding and doing His 
will, and, in doing His will advance His Kingdom. 
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There are storm warnings: warnings that we are 
in grave danger of turning aside to things of lesser 
importance, expending our time and energies on in- 
ternal strife which neither honors the Lord nor 
furthers His cause. 


There are being generated animosities and per- 
senal and group misunderstandings which are calcu- 
lated to make scars, scars which will take many 
years to eliminate. Differences of opinion and judge- 
ment are being deepened into cleavages which can 
be both tragic and disastrous. 


Never in the history of our Church has any issue 
developed which has cut, like a dividing knife, into 
homes, congregations, Presbyteries and on to the 
General Assembly, as is the one which we are now 
facing: whether to continue as a separate church or- 
ganization or to become a part in one much larger. 


In a matter of such vital importance it is in- 
evitable that there should be sharp differences of 
opinion, But, in recent weeks there are evidences 
that this difference is getting entirely out of hand. 
“Liar,” an ugly word, has been used. Christian min- 
isters and laymen, of proven and long-standing loy- 
alty to our Church, are being accused of “dis- 
loyalty.” One man, a life-long Presbyterian, has 
been editorially spoken of as having a “Primitive 
Baptist Background,” when the only time he was 
ever in a Church of that denomination was to at- 
tend a funeral. In one week we heard of three dif- 
ferent attacks on brother ministers in Session meet- 
ings, attacks which were untrue and proven to be 
so. Instead of discussing the issue at hand indi- 
viduals, either for or against, are being personally 
attacked. 


Every thinking member of our Church must face 
the fact that these animosities are dangerous, that 
they are unChristian, and that they hurt the lives 
and testimonies of Christians who participate in 
them. In like manner they hurt the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 
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Recently, a man most intimately associated with 
the general program of our Church, told the writer 
that there is increasing evidence that this contro- 
versy is hurting our Church and its rapidly ad- 
vancing work. Men are becoming more concerned 
about the future of the Church than about its pres- 
ent program. Some men are refusing to make the 
substantial gifts they are capable of making until 
they know where the money will be used, and for 
what purpose. 


At such a time as this we would make this earnest 
plea: 


Let both sides in this controversy agree as indi- 
viduals, and as congregations, to pray God to for- 
give us for our own sinfulness and ask Him to heal 
this breach and lead us to know and do His will. At 
the same time let us agree that in our discussions of 
this question, which so vitally affects our Church, 
we shall discuss the issues involved and not attack 
individuals. 


We all need to pray that, instead of a pall of sus- 
picion, misunderstanding and division, there may be 
poured out upon each one the Holy Spirit with His 
transforming and healing power. 


Brethren, let us PRAY. —L.N.B. 





The Church And 


Politics 


The controversial Bricker Amendment has found 
many good men on both sides of this question. Amer- 
icans have become aroused as they have come to real- 
ize that under present conditions it is possible for 
either the United Nations or executive agreements 
to take precedence over our own national laws. 


It is not at all clear that the Bricker Amendment 
is the answer. There are too many good men align- 
ed on both sides of this problem, men who are anx- 
ious to preserve and to further that which is best 
for America. For that reason we seriously question 
either the propriety, or the right, of a Church or its 
oficial representatives in seeking to line up a 
Church for, or against, proposed legislation on 
which so many good men differ. 


However, we find that the Department of Social 
Education and Action of the U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Church has entered the lists. On January 3 the fol- 


lowing telegram was sent to Senator Alexander 
Wiley: 


“We commend your firm stand in regard 
Bricker proposals for constitutional amendment. 
You should know that the Churches are behind 
you on basis of recent action of National World 
Order Study Conference at Cleveland.” 


Clifford Sarle, Department of 
Social Education and Action, 
Presbyterian Church in United 
States of America.” 


Here is a specific instance of flagrant intrusion into 
the field of political activity which we believe is un- 
wise for a Church, to say the least. 





Juvenile Delinquency— 
A Curb 


In a recent issue we discussed some of the aspects 
of juvenile delinquency. Here we would like to dis- 
cuss the need for an immediate deterrent to the 
flagrant acts of vandalism and general hooliganism 
which are taking place in many communities. 


For instance, we have just read the account of a 
group of young thugs who, while a guest in their 
city was performing in the auditorium, pried the 
license plates loose from his new car, scratched the 
paint in a number of places with a sharp instrument 
and daubed paint over the car. While this was 
going on some of the gang made his dressing room 
a befouled and tangled mess. 


In another town a few local high school students 
entered their school at night and destroyed several 
thousand dollars worth of equipment in the school 
cafeteria, including pouring molasses into the me- 
chanism of some of the electrical appliances used. 


In another city a group of young high school stu- 
dents banded together to deface every new car they 
saw parked on the streets. 


Other incidents could be catalogued by the hun- 
dreds but these are sufficient to illustrate the van- 
dalism which is rampant here in America, carried 
out by boys and girls, many of them coming from 
“good homes.” 


What is the remedy? 


We are not speaking of a long-range program. 
That is a matter for immediate and also for future 
action and its primary objective must be a correct- 
ing of the conditions which cause delinquency. This 
must include spiritual training, Christian precepts 
and example, etc. 





terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Press, Asheville, N. C. 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
he Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Vol. XII, No. 44, March 3, 1954. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


Avpress CHance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 








MARCH 3, 1954 


PAGE 3 








What should be done immediately? We suggest 
that the greatest single deterrent to such young 
people would be a sound thrashing, administered by 
duly authorized and supervised persons and carried 
out in properly supervised and controlled conditions. 
In some instances we believe such corporeal punish- 
ment should be done publicly. It is our conviction 
that such punishment would immediately dispel that 
false sense of bravery and bravado which is a part 
of hooliganism, and humiliate the guilty individuals 
on the one hand and deter potential criminals on 
the other. 


Some will resent the above suggestion but child 


psychologists to the contrary, the Bible still gives . 


good advice: 


“Withhold not correction from the child: for if 
thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver 
his soul from hell.” —L.N.B. 





Bishop Ryle 


John Charles Ryle was born 138 years ago in 
England, educated at Oxford, and while an under- 
graduate, Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God,” captured the young man for 
Christ. Sixty-four years (out of his 84-year life 
term) were devoted, with that splendid intellect 
and fullest consecration, to the study and expound- 
ing of the Word of God. After nearly a whole cen- 
tury Bishop Ryle’s “Expository On The Gospels,” 
as a standard help to Bible students, scholars, min- 
isters and laymen, ranks today at the very top of all 
commentaries. It is probably more frequently quoted 
in current gospel writings than any other work in 
its class). Many reprints have been made of it by 
many publishing houses, and it is perennially a best 
seller. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, of Fuller Seminary and 
editor of Peloubet’s No’es, says: “In spite of all the 
important volumes that have been issued on the 
Gospels since Bishop Ryle wrote, I would urge 
every earnest student of the New Testament, and 
every preacher of the Gospel to secure these books— 
a statement which I make regarding very few sets 
of books.” Dr. Smith further said: “Frankly, I have 
often thought that the narrative part of these notes 
would be of great profit to thousands of Christians 
if they were read aloud at family prayers each morn- 
ing—first the text and then the interpretation.” 


Dr. Robert G. Lee, of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, says: “I believe The Expository Thoughts 
On The Gospels, by Dr. J. C. Ryle, will be in- 
exhaustive in the blessings they will bring to all 
who study. Helpful to preachers in the preparation 
of their sermons, and helpful to teachers who teach 
Bible for personal profit.”’ 


Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood says: “During the 
years that I taught English Bible I found in this 


PAGE 4 


work first-class object lessons of what I wanted the 
students to do with the Gospels. Ryle’s Expository 
Thoughts make a real contribution in a field where 
first-class writing seems to me rare. This work 
should help Bible School teachers and busy pastors, 
My only objection is my temptation to plagiarism, 
but that holds true of every book full of meat well 
cooked and attractively served.” 


Bishop Ryle’s chief desire in all his writings was 
expressed in these words: “To exalt the Lord Jesus 
Christ and make Him beautiful and glorious in the 
eyes of men, and to promote the increase of re- 
pentance, faith and holiness upon the earth.” 


See following, The Journal’s special offer of this 
four-volume classic of 3,136 pages, 5,470 usable out- 
lines, 7,447 effective illustrations, 15,144 literary 
gems, quoted from sacred and secular literature. 


—W.CSS. 


This complete four-volume set will make a much 
appreciated gift to pastors, teachers, missionaries, 
students, and all who love the Word of God. Beau- 
tifully, attractively bound and jacketed. Strong, 
durable binding, lovely gold on ink stamping. 


Big - Beautiful - Durable Volumes At Low Price 
CoMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED 


(Formerly Published In Seven V olumes) 


This outstanding set is now available in four large 
volumes—unabridged and complete. The type is 15 
percent larger than the original editions. 


Vol. I: Matthew - Mark (800 pages)... $ 4.95 
Vol. II: Luke (928 pages) $ 4.95 
Vol. III: John 1:1 - 10:9 (704 pages). $ 4.95 


Vol. IV: Jn. 1:10 Through End (704 pages) $ 4.95 
COMPLETE FOUR-VOLUME SET. $18.95 


Size Of Each Volume 534x9 Inches 


May Be Ordered Either As Single 
Volumes Or Complete Set 


AND HERE IS ANOTHER WAY TO GET THIS SPLENDID 
SET OF BOOKS INTO YOUR LIBRARY. THE JOURNAL 
WILL SEND THE WHOLE SET TO YOU, POSTPAID, FOR 
FIFTEEN NEW ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTIONS. Subscrip- 
tion price, $2.50 a year. 


Show a copy of THE JourNAL to your friends 
and neighbors. Point out the features that you find 
most interesting. Secure their subscriptions and send 
them in. We will supply you with any number of 
extra JOURNALS you may require. 





FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Bible Courses & Language Study 
BIBLE INSTITUTE OF MONTREAL, INC. 
Box 38 - Sta. “‘B”’ Montreal, P. Q. 
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Facts Then And Now 
By T. P. Horger, Jr., Th.M. 


Tryon Edwards says, “Facts are God’s argu- 
ments ; we should be careful never to misunderstand 
or pervert them.” That’s pretty good, coming from 
a mere man even with some education. But we have 
a stronger warning than this; it comes from God’s 
Word in at least three places in the Bible—two 
from the Old Testament and one from the New 
Testament. From the O. T., we find warnings of 
this in Deut. 4:2 and 12:32 and Prov. 30:6. The 
most pronounced warning is found in Rev. 22:18, 
19. Matthew Henry comments on this last Bible 
reference, saying that there is an everlasting curse 
upon the man who adds to or subtracts from the 
Bible. Let me quote from him: “It is confirmed 
by a most solemn sanction, condemning and cursing 
all who should dare to corrupt or change the Word 
of God, either by adding to it or taking from it, 
v. 18, 19. He that adds to the Word of God, draws 
down upon himself all the plagues written in this 
book ; and he who takes anything away from it cuts 
himself off from all the promises and privileges of 
it. This sanction is like a flaming sword, to guard 
the canon of the scripture from profane hands.” 


This writer construes this to mean that we are 
not to add to nor take away from the Bible either 
by thought, words or deed. But it appears that 
some writers are doing that very thing. 


Christian people should assume that the Bible 
came down to us just as God wanted it to come to 
us—the truth. I do not believe that God’s Word, 


the Bible, is adulterated with human error or 


falsehood. 


Another thing, we all know that scientists have 
proved things in laboratories and pronounced them 
as facts—axiomatic facts. But since then, modern 
scientists have proven those so called facts to be 
false. And some men seem to think that we can do 
the same thing with the Bible. They seem to forget 
that there is a vast difference between the infinite 
God and finite man. They attempt to put the Word 
of God down on a level with the words of men. 


When did divine facts cease to be divine facts? 
Haven’t they been facts all the time? We all know 
that men’s thinking and men’s languages have been 
steadily and gradually changing during the cen- 
turies that men have lived on the earth, but what 
has that to do with divine facts? 


We might be surprised at the interpretations of 
some so called modern scholars, if we didn’t know 
that Satan has never been very careful in selecting 
the ones he would tempt to do wrong. He tempted 
even Jesus Christ. But in this he failed; Jesus did 
not, thank God, yield to the prince of this world. 


The Bible speaks of the wisdom of man as fool- 
ishness in the sight of God, and that the wisdom 
of God is foolishness in the sight of man, the natural 
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man. It seems that we must conclude that worldly 
wisdom, no matter how many college and university 
degrees it takes to give him this wisdom, is foolish- 
ness in the sight of God. 


May men the world over strive to secure for 
themselves and for others the wisdom of God! 





Missions On The Firing Line 


(The Second In A Series Of Articles By Rev. Joe 
B. Hopper, One Of Our Missionaries To Korea.) 


Refugees 


Our newspapers reported the streams of refugees 
from the north. Half the population of North 
Korea had fled south. These millions who would 
rather die by the roadside or starve in a miserable 
camp than suffer under communism are eloquent 
testimony to the evils of the system from which 
they flee. One finds these refugees everywhere, es- 
pecially in the Taegu and Pusan area. They are 
along the roads, under the bridges, in the railway 
depots—living in shacks built of cardboard cartons, 
straw sacks, and beer cans. One missionary home in 
Kunsan sheltered 300 Christian refugees from 
North Korea. Refugees surge into any vacant build- 
ing—hundreds in a single room, each family allo- 
cated a six-foot square of living space. Old air-raid 
shelter caves near our compound in Chun-ju were 
ingeniously converted by refugees into Korean- 
style homes, complete with the customary heating 
system under the floor, Among these hordes are 
thousands of Christians and they establish churches 
wherever they go. Whole Presbyteries have moved 
from North Korea and continue to maintain their 
original identity within the General Assembly. 


In our mission area we have another type of 
refugee—those who have been driven from their 
mountain homes by guerillas. While the U. N. 
helps to look after the refugee from the north, the 
equally destitute victim of such local communist 
activity is often overlooked. Now that the guerillas 
have been largely killed off or captured, these pitiful 
folk return to their villages to start life anew. They 
have no building materials, no money, little clothing 
or food, and must go into debt for seed and fer- 
tilizer with which to earn a living. Much of our 
relief activity last winter was directed to helping 
these people, giving them a little clothing (sent out 
by the good people of America) and rice, pur- 
chased with funds provided by our department of 
overseas relief. We also help with “capital” to start 
small local industries such as weaving and paper- 
making to enable these people to help themselves. 
U.N. relief agencies and the Voice of America are 
powerful propaganda media, but I daresay there is 
no more effective anti-communist propaganda in 
Korea today (to say nothing of the Christian wit- 
ness involved) than that of a missionary in his 
truck or jeep distributing-the necessities of life in 
the name of Christ to these destitute mountain folk. 
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And the gratitude of these people is unbounded as 
they kneel and thank God who has put it into the 
hearts of Christians far away to help them in their 
hour of need. 
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From a married couple in 8. C.: 


Thank you again for the great testimony of the 
JOURNAL! 
xe eR KK 


From a Sunday School Worker: 


I read the JOURNAL through—every issue—and 
find it all helpful, the editorials, and also Dr. Park- 
er’s fine Sunday School lesson. Am pleased to note 
that the new teacher of our ladies’ class uses his 
lesson helps, too. May God’s blessings continue! 


x* kK * Ke HK & 


From a Tennessee Elder: 


You are doing a wonderful work in the JOURNAL. 
I appreciate the benefit I have derived from it each 
week. I am enclosing $5.00 for renewal. Please send 
me two copies so | will have one to give away. 


** eR KK 
From a Texas Elder: 


Each week when | receive the Journal the first 
thing I do is to look for the editorial by Dr. Bell. 
I know: Dr. Bell is a great surgeon, but I do believe 
that his gift as surgeon of the soul surpasses his 
work as surgeon of the body. I notice once in a 
while that some of his articles are put in pamphlet 
form. I personally would like to see each and every 
one of his editorials throughout the year assembled 
and printed into one booklet. | would also like to 
see each and every one put into pamphlet form. 
Very often when I read one of these articles it 
answers some question that a friend has asked. | 
would like to share with my friends, but I do not 
want to give them the only copy I have. 


Dr. Bell’s article in the issue of February 3rd 
entitled, “Stone or Serpent” fully describes what 
is wrong with our Protestant churches today and 
in some measure what is wrong with our U. S. 
Church, and this explains one of the reasons why 
union will be possible. I want you to know that 
my interest in this project prompts me to say that 
if you decide to do this I will be happy to send you 
a check for $100.00 to help start the ball to rolling. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 49 


“How can I, except some man 
should guide me?” Acts 8:31. 


And now here comes this Fuller Brush man 
again, showing how one can make his daily work a 
means for winning souls, and he didn’t have to put 
his foot in the crack of the door to keep it from 
closing in his face. He says: “An opportunity pre- 
sented itself.” Opportunities have a way of doing 
that—plenty of them. The important thing is to be 
on the lookout for them. I imagine this F. B. man 
had asked the Lord before he ever started out that 
morning to make him alert for opportunities, not 
only to sell F. B. products, but to help some poor 
lost sheep to find the way into the fold. And here 
was a young woman in the path of his business who 
was groping for the truth. Fortunate for her that 
the F. B. man knew the truth, himself, and loved 
it, and was watching for an opportunity to pass it 
on. So “an opportunity presented itself,” and the 
F. B. man “was there with the goods!” Listen to 
his “experience.” 

Dear Anglers: 





On my Fuller Brush route an opportunity pre- 
sented itself to explain John 3:16 and John 1:12 to 
a young woman. She said: “I believe God sent you 
to my doorstep today.” She never had heard those 
verses explained before, although she was a church 
attender. She began to study the Gospel of John 
and became very much interested. Two months 
later, she and her husband attended a Jack Wyrtzen 
Rally with my wife and me. When the invitation 
was given, they both went forward and accepted 
Christ as Saviour. Their lives were transformed. 
Together with their children they left a very mod- 
ernistic church and are now regularly attending a 
good sound church. 


(Name Withheld). 


-PINKING SHEARS 


Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 




















Presbyterian ... Co-educational 


Work. Sixty-acre campus. Intra-mural sports. 


KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian 
Four-year Liberal Arts Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholar- 
ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 


influences. Fully accredited. 


in Aid, (4) Remunerative 
Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, and tuition, $730.00. 

R. T. L. LISFON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,”” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Founded 1867 
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The Plan of Union 


By Rev. W. C. TENNEY 


AUSTIN ... TEXAS 


In regard to the Plan of Union, we offer the 
following suggestions: 


First: “And Supplemental Agreement” in the 
Plan, the local Church has no voice in, or oppor- 
tunity to express itself in regard to, union until 
after union has been effected. It then will be given 
opportunity to withdraw from the union only if 
three-fourths of members voting so decide. 


Of one hundred church members, twenty-six can 
decide that the other seventy-four must remain in 
the united Church, or forfeit all property rights if 
they should not do so. 


Is this a deliberate plan to force all Churches 
into the union? 


It is practice in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church that congregations authorize by majority 
vote church officers, or committees, to purchase, 
erect and dispose of church property. They can 
hardly be expected to surrender this right. 


Also, from the time of its organization it has 
been the policy and practice of the General As- 
sembly and its executive agencies, when granting 
loans for the erection of Churches and Manses, to 
secure the loans by holding mortgages on the prop- 
erty until the loans are repaid or cancelled as grants 
in aid in the interest of church extension. This can 
be verified by reference to records of Assembly’s 
Home Missions Committee. These loans were au- 
thorized by congregational majority vote. 


The Presbyterian Church is not congregational, 
neither is it a politbureau or dictatorship in which 


its membership has no voice. In a rather specious 
plea before the 1952 General Assembly relative to 
property rights in the Atlanta (Ga.) Church case 
it was emphasized that the local Church is “the 
creation of Presbytery,” and “without Presbytery 
there is no Church.” Hence it was erroneously con- 
cluded that the local Church may not dispose of its 
property without consent of Presbytery. It is grant- 
ed that Presbytery, which is the local Churches act- 
ing jointly, does, as the agent of the Churches, or- 
ganize new Churches. 


However, according to church history the pri- 
mary authority is in the Churches composing Pres- 
bytery. 


Here we are reminded of the old question: 
“Which was created first, the chicken or the egg?” 


The principle of Presbyterianism goes back to 
the early Christian Church, in which the particular 
Church was first organized, and was governed in 
spiritual matters, orderly procedure, moral conduct, 
instruction, administration of the sacraments, dis- 
cipline, etc., by elders chosen from and by the 


Church. 


This constituted it Presbyterian in government. 
Any Church thus organized is a Presbyterian 
Church, even if it never united with other Churches 
into a Presbytery. With the growth and expansion 
of the Church, in carrying out our Lord’s com- 
mission to preach the Gospel to all the world, as 
Churches increased in numbers, and the area of 
activity enlarged, for purposes of common fellow- 
ship and counsel, co-operation in evangelism, and 
uniformity of action, several Churches were united 
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into the Presbytery, Synod, and finally General As- 
sembly, when expansion made it expedient. 


The local Church with its members and officers 
is the foundation upon which is built the structure 
as it reaches up through Presbytery and Synod to 
General Assembly. Without the Churches Presby- 
tery “has no existence.” Presbytery is the outgrowth 
and “creation” of the Churches. 


But some say, and the Plan of Union so provides, 
that since the Church is “the creation” of Presby- 
tery, therefore the Church has only a “beneficial” 
right to the property it has paid for, and to which 
it has title, and may not lease, mortgage, sell or dis- 
pose of it without consent of Presbytery. 


Let us consider this: Rev. Mr. K. was “created” 
a minister by ordination of Presbytery, and as such 
is subject to the direction and ecclesiastical control 
of Presbytery, as is a local Church. While engaged 
in ministerial labors, Mr. K. feels the necessity of 
purchasing a home for the use and comfort of his 
family, just as a Church needs a house in which to 
worship. For good reason he decides to sell his home. 
Imagine his surprise when he is informed that since 
he was “created” a minister by Presbytery, and is 
subject to its control, he has only a “beneficial” in- 
terest in the house so long as he is under jurisdiction 
of Presbytery, and may not sell it without consent 
of Presbytery. No doubt, if necessary, he would go 
to the civil courts, and claim his rights. 


Again, under the Plan, in the event of union, all 
Churches which do not go into the union forfeit 
their rights to all properties owned by Presbyteries, 
Synods and General Assembly of the Southern 
Church; its educational institutions, colleges, theo- 
logical seminaries, with their endowments, publish- 
ing houses, Montreat Historical Foundation, As- 
sembly offices, properties on the mission fields, min- 
isterial annuities, etc. (See Supplemental Agree- 
ment, Page 22). 


Second: Many of us in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church (not itself entirely without those of like 
mind) believe, that, in comparison with the U.S.A. 
Church leadership, it has been less affected by the 
influence of Unitarianism in the New England 
States, humanistic philosophy and materialism of 
secular institutions, and distinctive Biblical criti- 
cism, resulting in undermining faith in the Word 
of God and the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is not in accord with Presbyterian standards 
and teaching. 


Third: The U.S.A. Church has in practice adopt- 
ed views and policies in the field of economic and 
social relations at variance with those of the 


Southern Church. 


The Church is composed of various classes of 
people, employers and employees, rich and poor, of 
every race and color. 


The Church is to preach and teach, according to 
the principles of the Scriptures, the duties of right- 
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eous living and justice in personal conduct in every 
relationship of life; but it is not within the province 
of the Church as such to enter the field of politics in 
the formulating and advocating particular employer 
and labor policies and laws, and civil rights legisla- 
tion about which honest and intelligent persons 
differ in judgment. 


The U.S.A. Assembly in 1952 “urged church 
members to press congressmen and senators to sup- 
port” certain civil rights legislation then before 
Congress. The same Assembly urged “complete seg- 
regation at all levels within the Church.” 


On December 28, 1953, the Board of Christian 
Education of the U.S.A. Church addressed a letter 
to pastors, announcing a scholarship service and 
fund for negro students—to help negro students 
obtain admission to non-segregated colleges. The 
fund offers to give help to both negroes and whites 
to enter non-segregated colleges, predominantly of 
the other race. 


It specifies that this applies “particularly in the 
. Pp . . . y 
South—to begin or expand their interracial enroll- 
ment.” 


It states that: “This is a part of the movement to 
break down the barriers of segregation and discrimi- 
nation in American education.” 


Many sincere Christians, both white and negro, 
in the South, where the racial issue is most acute 
and best understood, are of the opinion that this is 
unwise, and that agitation of the racial issue creates 
dissension, is disturbing to the friendly relations 
between these people, and threatens injury to peace 
and unity in and out of the Church. 


It is much more important that true Christians 
be united in spiritual fellowship, with mutual toler- 
ance, respect and helpfulness, than that they should 
be forced into one outward pattern and form of 
organization which is abhorrent to thousands of 
sincere and loyal Presbyterians. 


Let us look before we leap into the proposed 
union. 
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THE TITHE 


God And My Money 
By J. O. Atkinson 


The crime of the ages has been the prostitution of 
money. Money is a divine institution and mankind 
has recklessly desecrated it. With what result? Just 
this: There has been more suffering from the abuse 
of money than on any other account whatsoever. 


Empires have been wrecked, nations have gone to 
ruin, families and individuals have had their bit- 
terest feuds and quarrels, not because of want and 
pinching poverty, but because of the abuse of 
money. 


Economists define money as a medium of ex- 
change between human beings in society. Man looks 
upon money as a human device contrived by himself 
as a convenience in trade, and to be used or abused 
at will. 


God looks upon money as an institution of His 
own creation through which He might keep His 
children constantly reminded of Himself, and give 
them a ready and convenient means of approach to 
Him. “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” (Haggai 2:8). It is all 
His by right of creation, and priority of claim, and 
He has never yet abrogated that claim, nor relin- 
quished that right. 


That is why God established from the beginning 
the idea of the tithe, that His rightful ownership 
may be continually asserted by directing how one- 
tenth of our possessions shall be used. 


One of the anomalies of history, and the blunder 
of otherwise thoughtful men, is the claim that God 
established the tithe as a convenient and adequate 
plan for financing the Church and the Kingdom 
here on earth, 


[ do not deny that if all would practice the tithe, 
the Church would be adequately financed and the 
Kingdom would have all it needs for its perpetual 
growth and development. 


But the tithe was established for a far more 
noble purpose than this, and had consequences in 
view, of far greater depth and significance than this. 
Through the tithe idea God was asserting His sov- 
ereignty over all possessions, and, by tithing his 
possessions, man was acknowledging that sover- 
eignty. By observing one day in seven as sacred and 
holy, man was to acknowledge God’s sovereignty 
over time; and in like manner man was to acknow- 
ledge God’s sovereignty over his material possessions 
and transactions. 


lhe Word of God treats more often the theme 
of money, and man’s relationship to money, than it 
does any other single theme whatsoever. In the four 
Gospels, on an average one verse in four treats of 
money and man’s relationship to property, and of 
all the parables our Saviour used, nearly two-thirds 
have to do with this single theme. —Layman. 


MARCH 3, 1954 





LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT. HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SER 


SUNDAY, MARCH 7 
Topic: 
“The Medicine Of A 
Quiet Mind” 
Speaker: 
Dr. John A. Redhead 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 


Write For Copies Of 
Messages 


Division Of Radio & Television — Atlanta, Ga. 


LIQUOR 
Aleohol’s Harvest 














Drinking among Americans has increased 12- 
fold since repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment, 
the Methodist Board of Temperance said in a state- 
ment here marking the twentieth anniversary of the 
Repeal of Prohibition. The per capita consumption 
of alcoholic beverages in the United States has risen 
from 1.59 gallons in 1933, to 14.07 gallons in 1943, 
and to 18.66 gallons in 1952. Arrests for drunken- 
ness increased from 831 per 100,00 population in 
1932 to 2,066 per 100,000 in 1952, and drunken 
driving arrests from 65.7 per 100,000 people in 
1932 to 203.5 per 100,000 in 1952. “Approximately 
75 percent of the time and energy of our metro- 
politan police forces,” says Dr. Caradine Hooton, 
Executive Secretary of the Board of Temperance, 
“is devoted to offenses stemming directly from liquor 
or alcoholism.” America, he says, has 7,000,000 
“problem drinkers,” the highest crime bill in the 
world, and the highest rate of alcoholic consump- 
tion, except in France. 


The rosy promises of liquor-loving politicians 
assured the American people that repeal would re- 
duce crime and taxes, and that the saloon would not 
return, Crime and taxes have both increased im- 
measurably, liquor consumption has multiplied 
twelve-fold, we have 7,000,000 “problem drinkers,” 
billions of dollars are wasted in the purchase of 
liquor and other billions in caring for its wreckage, 
its victims and the victims of its victims, and the 
end is not yet. These politicians promised us that 
the saloon would never come back. Before the 
Eighteenth Amendment we had 177,790 saloons, 
but now we have 474,000 saloons or drinking 
places. This is the road to ruin! 


What are we doing, we Christians, to curb the 
liquor traffic, to break its stranglehold on American 
life? Nothing, virtually nothing. Too many com- 
promise with it, because they love their cocktails, 
too. And the rest of us are too busy with our own 
affairs to speak out and act out against this fiendish 
monster. When will we awaken, and rise to action? 
When will we do what we can, where we can, as 
we can, to hold back this flood-tide of destruction? 
Or is it already too late?’ —The Church Herald. 
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Jesus Faces The Cross 


Background Scripture: John 11:55 - 12: 
50. Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 1: 
18-31. 


The preaching of the cross was only foolishness to some—‘to them that perish”’ 


—‘“but unto us who are 
“but unto us who a 


saved it is the power of God.” It is central in the preaching of the apostle Paul, and of all who are true to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It was a stumbling-block to the Jews, and foolishness to the Greeks, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, the power of God and the wisdom of God. The cross did not come as 
a surprise, or as a “second best,” to Jesus. He came to die for the sins of the world, and the shadow of the 


cross hung over Him from the first. In the chapter 
before us He is drawing near to the supreme mo- 
ment of His ministry; the time when He should 
be glorified and when the Father would be glorified 
in the Son. There are several incidents in this chap- 
ter which have a connection with His approaching 


death. 


I. Mary Anoints Jesus: 
John 12:1-11. 


What a contrast between these two: Mary and 
Judas! The one lavished upon Him a most costly 
gift; the other begrudged Him the money which 
the gift was worth in the market. The heart of 
Mary was filled with devotion; the heart of Judas 
with greed. It was six days before the Passover, 
before the time for His crucifixion, when He came 
to Bethany, to the home which He loved so much 
and had so greatly blessed in the raising of Lazarus 
from the dead. Mary takes a box of pure nard, a 
very costly ointment, and anoints Jesus. The house 
was filled with the odor of the ointment. 


This beautiful act was severely criticized by 
Judas as a waste of money. Why had it not been 
sold and the money given to the poor? Not that he 
cared for the poor; he was a thief and had charge 
of what money the little band of disciples owned. 
Jesus rebuked the covetous and disgruntled disciple, 
commended Mary for her act, and promised that 
wherever the gospel should be preached this deed 
of hers would be told as a memorial of her. The 
odor of the ointment filled the room, and it has 
since filled the world, and been an inspiration to 
many others. The best, most costly, and most pre- 
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‘cious of our possessions are never better used than 


to honor the Master Whom we love. “I gave; I 
gave My life for thee; What hast thou given to 
Me?” is a question we ought to ask ourselves con- 
stantly. 

Many people had come, not only to see Jesus, 
but to see the newly-raised Lazarus. The chief 
priests consulted together that they might put Laza- 
rus to death, because by reason of him many of the 
Jews went away and believed on Jesus. There is 
no limit to the madness of men whose hearts are 
filled with unbelief and envy and hatred. They not 
only hated Jesus “without a cause” but they hated 
the man whom Jesus had called from the grave. 


II. The Triumphal Entry into Jesuralem: 
12-19. 


This was a marvellous procession that acclaimed 
Him as the King of Israel, fulfilling the Old Testa- 
ment prophecy in Zechariah 9:9, 

The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? Behold, the 
world is gone after Him. This was a bitter pill for 
the proud and envious leaders of the Jews. The 
more | think of Dr. Boreham’s saying that, “Re- 
ligion makes some people better, and it makes some 
people worse,’ the more accurate | find it. Cer- 
tainly the kind of religion which these leaders had 
made them worse than those who had no religion. 
Men have done awful deeds in the name, and un- 
der the cloak of religion. Think of what these Phari- 
sees were doing; seeking to destroy an innocent 
man; and as we know, the very Son of God Hin- 
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self! This same sort of insane jealousy and bigotry 
has characterized the church in much of its history. 
Read a book like Fox’s Book of Martyrs and your 
blood will boil at what has been done in the name 
of religion, and even of the true Religion. Yes, 
religion without the Spirit and Love of Christ, can 
make its adherents act like devils. 


I. “Sir, We Would See Jesus”: 
20-36. 


There were certain Greeks among those who 
came up to worship at the feast, and they made this 
request of Philip. The Jewish religion had made a 
deep impression on many of the Greek-speaking 
people in the world. Philip tells Andrew, and to- 
gether they tell Jesus. They had probably heard of 
His many miracles, and had perhaps witnessed the 
triumphal procession as it marched into Jerusalem. 
This was the sort of Messiah that most people 
would wish; a Man Who could inspire the multi- 
tudes and march as a King. It is a very different 
Jesus Who reveals Himself in the words that fol- 
low; a Suffering and Dying Saviour, lifted up on 
a Cross. Notice some of the things which Jesus said. 


“If I die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” He is 
here using an analogy which every farmer under- 
stands. It is not the wheat which is kept safe in the 
garner that bears fruit, but the wheat that is sown 
in the ground. It looks as though it will perish; 
it dies in one sense of the word, yet it sprouts and 
springs up and yields the harvest. Jesus’ life had 
some effect upon men, and bore some fruit, but it 
was His death, His giving up of His life, that 
bore the rich harvest. In fact, it is only after His 
death and resurrection that the fruit was perfected 
in those who had believed while He was with them. 


“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal.” Whose lives have counted most in the 
history of the church? We all know the answer; 
those who have gladly laid down their lives for 
Christ and the gospel. Beginning with Stephen, and 
going on down through Paul and the early martyrs 
we have a long list of the heroes who have “fol- 
lowed in His train’’; those who have laid their lives 
on the altar as living sacrifices acceptable to God. 
These words of Jesus have been proved true a thou- 
sand times in the history of Missions, 


“The hour is come that the Son of Man shall 
be glorified,” and later in verses 27-28, “For this 
cause came I unto this hour.” The whole coming 
of Christ reaches its glorious climax when He hangs 
on the Cross, and rises from the tomb. The Cross 
glorified Him; it glorified the Father also. In the 
Cross we glory. God forbid, says Paul, that I should 
vlory save in the Cross of Christ. 


The people said that it thundered. They did not 
understand the voice that came from heaven. Some 
others said, An angel spake to him. It is a great 
blessing when we can interpret rightly the voices 
which come from heaven. Some are very deaf when 
(sod tries to speak to them. It takes open ears; it 
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takes faith, to appreciate and understand these 
voices, 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” This He said, signifying 
what death He should die. There should be no mis- 
understanding of these words, for Jesus explains, 
and John explains what He means. The Magnetism 
of Jesus does not consist mainly in His Holy Life, 
His Matchless Words, His Marvellous Works; 
but in His Sacrificial Death on the Cross. It is that 
which has always drawn men to Him in a peculiar 
way. When we tell the Old Old Story of Jesus and 
His Love, as He gave Himself for us, men are 
saved from sin and born again. Men of all races; 
men of all classes; men of all ages; men of all 
generations ; have been drawn to Jesus by His being 
lifted up on the Cross. 
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They did not understand His teaching about His 
death. They could welcome a Messiah Who came 
marching like a conquering hero at the head of an 
enthusiastic multitude shouting Him praises, but 
they could not take in the meaning of the Cross. 
Earlier, Peter had rebuked his Master for even 
suggesting such a thing, and intimated that Jesus 
must be mistaken; Far be it from thee, Lord, this 
shall never be unto thee. Jesus had told them then 
about His approaching death, but they never saw 
the full meaning of it until after Pentecost; then 
Peter could preach about a Saviour Who died for 
them and rose again, and Paul could later explain 
in a logical way what the death of Christ means to 
us all. 




































While ye have light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be the children of light. This was a timely 
warning, as we see in the following verses. 


But though He had done so many miracles (signs) 
before them, yet they believed not on Him. Oh, 
the power of darkness, of unbelief, in the human 
heart! No wonder that Jesus often marvelled at 
their unbelief. In this connection Jesus quotes the 
words from Isaiah which we find Paul quoting to 
the Jews in Rome; “He hath blinded their eyes,” 
etc. These words are a bit hard to understand, and 
have been twisted sometimes to teach the wrong 
thing. The best explanation that I know of is the 


simple one that truth revealed and rejected, blinds 
and hardens the heart. For instance, Pharoah hard- 
ened his heart over and over again, until it is finally 
said that God hardened his heart; al! of God’s 
dealings with him only served to make him that 
much harder. Light shining upon an unbelieving 
heart only makes it that much harder. Let me quote 
these words from Lenski; “They who wilfully and 
wickedly turn the gospel, which on God’s part is 
meant for them a savor of life unto life, into a 
savor of death unto death (II Corinthians 2:16) 
shall, indeed, go to their doom. The announcement 
of this fate in advance by prophecy is due to the 
foreknowledge of God, which declares that they 
who will not believe and be saved shall not believe 
and find salvation.” 


We find a streak of cowardice in many of the 
chief rulers, for many of these secretly believed but 
would not confess Him lest they be put out of the 
synagogue; ‘‘For they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. Is not that the reason for 
much of the cowardice we see today, both in the 
church, and in political life? 


The chapter closes with words of exhortation and 
warning. Jesus cried, and said, He that believeth 
on me, believeth not on me, but on Him that sent 
me. He warns them about rejecting Him, and tells 
them that they will be accountable in the Day of 
Judgment. 
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How Christian Is 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “At Length There Dawns The Glorious 
Day” 
Prayer 


Scripture: Amos 5:21-24; 8:4-8 
Hymn: “Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of 
Life” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


Before we will be able to determine how Chris- 
tian our community is, it will be necessary to de- 
cide what is required to make a community Chris- 
tian. Just what does it take to make a Christian 
community? There are two answers that are fre- 
quently made to that question. Some people will say 
that in order to have a Christian community you 
must have Christian people. Others will say that 
Christian practices are necessary to make a com- 
munity Christian. As a matter of fact, both answers 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Our Community ? 


are correct, but many times one side is emphasized 
to the exclusion of the other. Some people become 
so concerned about Christian practices that they 
forget it is first necessary to have converted, re- 
deemed people to carry out those practices. Other 
people become so concerned about making new 
Christians that they forget that Christians are sup- 
posed to express their religion in their every-day 
conduct. We cannot have a Christian community 
unless it is populated by people who have been saved 
from their sin through faith in Christ. We cannot 
have a good Christian community unless the people 
who have been saved act like Christians in their 
community life. 


In the year 1767 a young minister named John 
Frederick Oberlin set out to establish a Christian 
community in one of the most backward and pov- 
erty-stricken districts of France. He served among 
the same people for almost sixty years, and during 
his entire ministry he urged on them the primary 
importance of committing themselves to Christ for 
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the forgiveness of their sins and the salvation of 
their souls. He was clear in his teaching that no 
cultural progress could substitute for salvation. At 
the same time, he tried to show the people that 
their religion ought to be making a difference in 
their way of life. He encouraged them to exchange 
their sickness for health, their ignorance for educa- 
tion, and their poverty for prosperity. He gave to 
them a religion which was concerned not only with 
the soul but with all of life. One of the many honors 
to be bestowed on this good man was to have Ober- 
lin College in America named for him. One of the 
reasons for his. success was that he saw the impor- 
tance of both Christian profession and Christian 
practice in making a Christian community. 


Assuming that we have some professing Chris- 
tians in our community to begin with, the speakers 
will try to examine our community as to the prac- 
tices of its people. 


First Speaker: 


Christians ought to be concerned about the physi- 
cal health of their community. Christ was inter- 
ested in the physical condition of the people about 
Him, and He is still interested. Wherever our mis- 
sionaries go with the spiritual health of the Gospel 
they take also the physical health of medicine. Most 
of our communities are probably well supplied with 
doctors and hospitals. If so, this is a part of our 
Christian duty to the community. It is also the 
duty of Christians in a community to protect its 
people from health hazards. We are responsible for 
trying to clean up any conditions or practices which 
endanger the health of our citizens. We are respon- 
sible for prohibiting the sale and use of any harmful 
commodities. At the very top of this list would be 
narcotics and beverage alcohol. Christians cannot 
be complacent about anything that destroys the 
health of the community. 


Second Speaker: 


Christians ought to be concerned about the edu- 
cation of the people in their community. The church 
has always been the champion of education. One of 
the aims of the Gospel has been to stamp out ignor- 
ance, because ignorance is the enemy of Christian- 
ity. Does our community provide a respectable edu- 
cation for all its citizens? Can we be proud of our 
schools and the support our teachers receive? Chris- 
tians are interested in all education, but they ought 
to be especially concerned about the spiritual educa- 
tien of the community. Our churches and Sunday 
Schools ought to be doing an even better job of edu- 
cation than our secular schools, but is this the case? 
How Christian is our community with respect to 
its educational work? 


Third Speaker: 


The community ought to be Christian in its busi- 
ness life. There are many times when the church 
has to blush at the conduct of its members in their 
business transactions. A church man was overheard 
to say that no one expected a person to be wholly 
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honest in business. If that is true, we ought. to be 
ashamed. Such attitudes as this add to the difficulty 
of reaching the lost for Christ. It is not only those 
who sell and employ who are guilty of un-Christian 
practices, but also those who buy and who are em- 
ployed. Many people have the idea that it is very 
wrong for the boss to cheat them, but that it is all 
right to cheat the boss. Are all the business trans- 
actions of our community perfectly honest and per- 
fectly characterized by the love of Christ? If they 
are not, they ought to be. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The one thing every community must have in 
order to be Christian is evangelistic concern. If a 
person has been saved by Christ, he is bound to try 
to lead others who are lost to that same salvation 
which he knows. There is something lacking about 
the profession of a Christian who is not concerned 
about seeing others saved. In Korea a believer can- 
not be baptized until he shows evidence of having 
tried to lead someone else to faith in Christ. If that 
test were made in our community, how many bap- 
tized Christians would there be? How Christian 
is our community with respect to its evangelistic 
concern? 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Give the young people an opportunity to apply 
these tests to your community, then ask for sug- 
gestions of specific things to be done to remedy 
weaknesses ) . 
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Church News 


New Missionaries Going Out 





At its recent meeting the Board of World Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church U. S. appointed 
eleven new missionaries. Seven of these will serve 
in Brazil, three in the Belgian Congo and one in 
Korea. 


Mr. Wilson T. Dowling of Spartanburg, S. C., 
was appointed to evangelistic service in Brazil. He 
is a graduate of Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 
He will graduate from Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary in Decatur, Ga., in May. He will be ready to 
go to the field after attending the Institute for Out- 
going Missionaries at Montreat, N. C., this sum- 
mer. 


Rev. and Mrs. John W. Grimes of Nashville, 
Tenn., have been appointed to evangelistic service 
in our West Brazil Mission. Mr. Grimes is a 
native of Nashville and a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University and Louisville Theological Seminary. 
Mrs. Grimes, the former Margaret Brearley, is 
also a graduate of Vanderbilt University and has 
a teacher’s certificate from Peabody Teachers Col- 
lege. 


Rev. and Mrs. John R. Hornick of Miami, Fla., 
and Oklahoma City, Okla., have been appointed to 
evangelistic service in the East Brazil Mission. In 
addition Mr. Hornick will serve as a pilot for the 
mission plane. Mr. Hornick graduated from the 
University of Miami and Columbia Theological 
Seminary. Mrs. Hornick was Nancy Slocum. She 
attended Belhaven College and graduated from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas. She has also 
attended the Assembly’s Training School. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hornick will go to the field after attending 
the School in Montreat this summer. 


Rev. and Mrs. Thomas K. Prentice have been 
appointed to evangelistic service in the North Brazil 
Mission. Mr. Prentice is a graduate of Hardin Sim- 
mons University and Austin Theological Seminary. 
Mrs. Prentice is the former Mary Maud Mack of 
Fort Worth, Texas. She attended Texas Christian 
University and also took courses at Austin Semin- 
ary. After taking the work at the School in Mon- 


treat this summer they will be ready to go to the 
field. 


Miss June Michaelson of Annapolis, Md., has 
been appointed to service in Korea. She is a gradu- 
ate of Goucher College, Towson, Md., and ex- 
pects to graduate from the Assembly’s Training 
School this spring. She is engaged to Mr. Thomas 
W. Taylor who has been commissioned to serve in 
Korea. They expect to go to the field in June. 


Mr. and Mrs. David V. Miller of Johnson City, 
Tenn., and Charlotte, N. C., have been appointed 
to evangelistic service in the Belgian Congo. Mr. 
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Miller attended East Tennessee State College and 
graduated from Davidson College. He will gradu- 
ate from Union Theological Seminary in May. Mrs, 
Miller is the former Polly Jean Yandell. She at- 
tended Mars Hill Junior College and the Assem- 
bly’s Training School. Mr. and Mrs. Miller will 
attend the Institute for Outgoing Missionaries in 
Montreat this summer from where they will go to 
Belgium to study before proceeding to the Belgian 
Congo. 


Miss Elizabeth Miller of Goldsboro, N. C., has 
been appointed to medical service in the Belgian 
Congo. She received her training at the Johns Hop- 
kins Nurses Training School. After going to Mon- 
treat this summer she will proceed to Belgium for 
study before going to the Belgian Congo. 





Dr. Lalla Iverson, who served for several years 
as a missionary of our Church in China, has re- 
signed as a missionary of our Board of World Mis- 
sions in order to serve in India. It was with regret 
that the Board acepted Dr. Iverson’s resignation. 
Since November 1, 1952, she has been serving in the 
University of Philippines College of Medicine in 
Manilla. 





Miss Mildred Beaty of our Mexico Mission has 
tendered her resignation as a missionary because of 
her health. Miss Beaty has been in this country 
since October, It was with regret that the Board 
also accepted her resignation. 





Miss Charlotte Taylor of the North Brazil Mis- 
sion arrived in this country on February 10 for her 
regular furlough. She came several months early 
in order to be able to return to the field in time to 
supervise preparations for moving the Bible Insti- 
= of the North to its new location in Garan- 

uns. 





Rev. and Mrs. Donald Bobb of our Congo Mis- 
sion announce the arrival of a daughter, Ruth Isa- 
belle, on December 24 in Brussels. 





A daughter, Lois Lucille, was born in Kobe, 
Japan, on January 9, to Rev. and Mrs. Harold 
Borchert of our Mission there. 





To Korea: 

Rev. and Mrs. John Somerville sailed January 
17. 
To Brazil: 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul Coblentz and two children 
are scheduled to sail from New Orleans, March 18, 
for Brazil. 
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London Alerted For Opening Meeting Of 
Billy Graham Crusade On March 1 
“Cottage Prayer Meetings” 

In Ail Areas Of City 


London, England—spreciaL—A spirit of expec- 
tancy marks the eve of the Billy Graham Greater 
London Crusade scheduled to begin on Monday 
evening, March 1, in the 11,800 seat Harringay 
Arena. All of the advance preparations have been 
completed on a scale that compares to the vastness 
of the world’s largest metropolis. With approxi- 
mately 1,000 London ministers already actively co- 
perating, others in recent days have been pledging 
their support and participation as the plans and 
purposes for the Crusade have been clearly ex- 
plained. 


To prepare for the important task of counselling 
the individuals who will make their decisions for 
Christ, classes have been held in 9 different areas 
of London each week-night for the past seven weeks. 
More than 2,500 counsellor-trainees have attended 
the classes regularly each week. 


Most enthusiastic response has been given to the 
program of “cottage prayer meetings,” a regular 
feature of preparation for the Billy Graham cru- 
sades in America, but something of an innovation 
in England. Nearly 5,000 such prayer groups, meet- 
ing in homes throughout the Greater London area, 
have been organized, and are keeping in close touch 
with the headquarters office through a unique sys- 
tem of correspondence and a very detailed division 
of leadership. 





The King’s Gift To A 
College Chapel 


Prominent in every service in the Belk Chapel, 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., is the large chan- 
cel Bible presented to the college in 1950 by the 
late King George VI of Great Britain at the time 
that the Chapel was dedicated. 


Many traditions, including the Bible, bind the 
present Queens College to England through the 
older institutions which existed in Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County during pre-Revolutionary 
days. The very name of the College is English in 
origin ; and the ancient tradition of the Boar’s Head 
celebration held at Queens during the Christmas 
season is the same as that observed at Queens Col- 
lege, Oxford, England. Today, blending the old 
with the new, Queens fulfills the dream of those 
early men of Mecklenburg who established Chris- 
tian education in Charlotte when the Carolinas 
still belonged to the mother country. 


As Queens prepares for the celebration of its 
centennial in 1957, the college takes time to evalu- 
ate its past and to plan for the future. The study 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians of the 1700’s believed in 
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higher education to such an extent that they peti- 
tioned the King of England to grant a charter for 
an institution of higher learning in the town of 
Charlotte. Through war, through a change in goy- 
ernment, and through lean years of adjustment, 
Christian leaders in Mecklenburg County held to 
the idea of Christian education in their commun- 
ity. Queens today inherits that conviction—that be- 
lief in the need for church colleges which stress the 
spiritual together with the academic. 


That conviction, the long service of the college, 


and the historical tradition of education in this sec-: 


tion of the Carolinas were brought to the attention 
of His Majesty, George VI, prior to the dedication 
of the Belk Chapel. In presenting the Bible, his 
representative, J. Roger Carter, at that time officer 
of education of the British Embassy in Washing- 
ton, said: 
Upon the instruction of His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Ambassador to the United States, I have 
the honor to present this Bible in the name of 
King George VI to Queens College, Charlotte 
in North Carolina, for use in the Belk Chapel. 


Since that day in June, 1950, the Bible has had a 
place of honor in the Chapel on Queens campus and 
has come to be another tie which binds the college 
to its English heritage. 





World Mission Receipts 
For January 


This is to advise you that the receipts for the 
Board of World Missions for the month of Jan- 
uary totalled $51,365.97 as compared to the re- 
ceipts for January, 1953, of $155,188.23. 


It is difficult to give you an accurate comparison 
for these two years because, as you remember, Jan- 
uary, 1953, fell within the special season for World 
Missions, whereas our season this year does not 
begin until February, 1954. 

Our approved spending budget for 1954 is 
$2,874,900.00. 

Sincerely, 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 





The Tennessee Synod's 
Evangelism Campaign 


Twenty-eight thousand Presbyterians in the Synod 
of Tennessee will participate in a simultaneous ef- 
fort in Evangelism during March, according to 
Rev. A. E. Dimmock, chairman, under the theme, 
“Mr. Jones, Meet The Master.” The ministers 
from Memphis Presbytery will preach and lead in 
lay visitation in churches of Nashville and Colum- 
bia Presbytery March 7-12, and the same program 
will be carried on in Memphis Presbytery, March 
28-April 2. There has been almost 100% coopera- 
tion in the campaign by churches and ministers in 
the combination visitation-preaching program, or lay 
visitation evangelism alone. 
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More than $4500 has been invested by the Synod 
in overall publicity and promotion. 200 billboards, 
500 taxi signs, radio and TV, and full-page adver- 
tisements will invite Tennesseans to “Meet the 
Master.” From automobiles and homes, window 
stickers with the theme picture will indicate Pres- 
byterians united. A manual and brochure were pre- 
pared to explain the program to each member. 


Careful attention was given to spiritual prepara- 
tion with a significant emphasis on prayer meetings 
all through the community prior to the program. 
Special councils of evangelism in each church will 
work with Presbytery councils to prepare and en- 
list the membership. In this way every group in the 
church will participate. 


All Presbyterians in Tennessee have been invited. 
In some communities Associate Reformed, Cumber- 
land and U. S. A. Presbyterians will join with the 
Synod of Tennessee in this great effort for Christ. 





“Regional Recreational 


Workshop” 


This is the name of a gathering sponsored by the 
Departments of Leadership Education and Youth 
Work of the Assembly’s Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, for May 11-14, at the Na-Co-Me Conference 
Grounds (west of Centerville, Tenn.) to encourage 
and develop more and better recreational materials 
and leadership in our local churches. 


Ministers, directors of education, adult and youth 
lay leaders, teachers, students and other interested 
persons are expected to attend. 


For further information contact Bob Fakkema, 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 





Another Church Fire 


But This Time It Was Not 
“Burning A Mortgage” 


The following letter received by the Editor from 
Rev. Walter Jent, pastor of Westminster Presby- 
terian Church, of Pensacola, Florida, explains itself. 
This is a brave little church of about 100 mem- 
bers with a progressive spirit and an ambitious pro- 
gram, but passing through real fires of affliction. 
All who read this will be glad to pray, as the pastor 
requests, that his people will go forward with 
“faith and courage.” 


Dear Editor: 


Have wanted to answer your kind letter sooner 
but I cannot now even consult it. It is gone! Last 
Saturday at 5:30 a.m., it went up in smoke together 

with our entire Sunday School Annex. We suffered 
a total severe loss. Fire destroyed my office and all 
in it—records and sermons for 20 years, books and 
equipment. It was awful—a terrible inferno that 
crushed us. We had only one third coverage on the 
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building and not a nickel on the contents. Thank 
God, the new building was saved. A man loaned me 
this typewriter today. A card table is my desk. 


PLEASE, PLEASE, dear Brother, PRAY and ask 
God’s people to pray that my precious, sacrificing 
saints may have the FAITH and COURAGE to build 
once more. We would gladly suffer the loss of ALL 
things if only thereby the holy and adorable name 
of our Lord Jesus can be magnified. As the flames 
shot up I shouted through my tears: “Hallelujah, I 
BELIEVE what I preach.” Blessed Jesus, take it all 
if it will further Thy true Kingdom! 





Presbytery Of Louisiana 


Stated meeting was January 19th, 1954, in Ope- 
lousas, Louisiana. The Rev. C. J. Matthews was 
elected Moderator. The new Chairman of the Pres- 
bytery’s Council is also Mr. Matthews. The new 
Chairman of the Presbytery’s Commission on the 
Minister and His Work is the Rev. Parks W. 
Wilson. 


Actions of special interest were: 


1—Increase of minimum salary for ministers to 
$4,000 per year with manse and car allowance 
commensurate with the needs of the field. 


2—Decision to remit money to help on pastor’s 
salaries direct to the Church instead of to the min- 
ister. 


3—Appointment of a special committee to make a 
study of pastor’s salaries and to be available for 
conference when needed. 


4—Dismissed the Rev. W. G. Foster, Jr., to 
Pee Dee Presbytery so that he may accept the call 
of the First Church, Florence, S. C. 


5—Changed method of electing Commissioners 
to the General Assembly, so that they will be elect- 
ed from the floor of Presbytery, as well as being 
nominated at the same time. 


6—Elected the following Commissioners to the 
General Assembly: Rev. J. W. Melton, Rev. C. J. 
Matthews. Alternates are Rev. Parks W. Wilson 
and L. O. Elmore. The ruling elders are Mr. Lewis 
Wakeman, Baton Rouge, First and Mr. J. W. 
Anthony, Opelousas. The alternates are Mr. John 
J. Mikel, University and Mr. J. G. Anders, La- 
fayette. 


7—Learned that our gifts to benevolences for 
the nine month year approximate $90,000, which 
is nine tenths of the last twelve month year instead 
of three quarters as might be expected. 


8—Learned that there are nine vacant pulpits 
in the Presbytery but heard from the Commission 
on the Minister and His Work that there are plans 
in operation for filling three of these soon. 


9—Accepted the invitation of the Clinton Church 
to meet there for the Stated Meeting in April, 
1954. 
—Robert D. Earnest, Stated Clerk. 
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“How To Believe” 


By Ralph W. Sockman. Doubleday & Company, 
Garden City, N. Y. Price $2.50. 


The salient idea set forth in this volume is a dis- 
cussion of the questions that challenge man’s faith 
in the light of the Apostle’s Creed. Dr. Sockman 
holds that sixteen centuries of time-tested experi- 
ence shows that the Apostle’s Creed carries the sta- 
bilizing weight of tradition which our tense and 
flighty generation so sorely needs. He says: 
“Through its assertions of belief, the centuries 
speak to the hours.” 





Although Dr. Sockman holds to the sinlessness 
of Christ, his Christology is not always satisfactory. 
Sometimes his utterances are ambiguous. He holds 
that Christ was a real incarnation of God but fails 
to categorize Him as God. He writes: “According 
to the Gospels Jesus was made aware of His unique 
Sonship at the time of His baptism.” If this state- 
ment implies that Christ first realized that He was 
the Messiah or the unique Son of God at the time 
of His baptism, then we have to disagree with Dr. 
Sockman’s verdict. 


Affirming that Paul strongly declared the Divine 
power of Christ, Dr. Sockman adds: “But he does 
not mention the virgin birth. The Fourth Gospel 
tells of the incarnation of the eternal Word but 
without reference to the immaculate conception.” 
From this statement one would naturally infer that 
Dr. Sockman equates the virgin birth of Christ with 
the immaculate conception. No informed Protestant 
Christian could take this point of view. The virgin 
birth represents a dogma of the Christian Church. 
The immaculate conception is a dogma of the 


Roman Catholic Church. 


This reviewer cannot concur in Dr. Sockman’s 
view of the affirmation in the Apostle’s Creed “he 
descended into hell.” He writes: “God in His in- 
finite compassion judges men according to their 
lights and opportunities; therefore we can trust 
God’s treatment without the necessity of Christ’s 
descent into hell.” He calls attention to the fact 
that John Calvin explains this clause by saying that 
Christ really bore in His soul the full experience of 
condemned and ruined man. It is Calvin’s view 
rather than Sockman’s that elicits our approval. 


When Dr. Sockman writes, “But we no longer 
think of God as having to be reconciled,” again we 
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have to dissent. It is our conviction that the justice 
of God had to be satisfied before God could be re- 


conciled to the sinner. 


It is obvious that on certain important points we 
are in disagreement with Dr. Sockman’s theological 
views. It should be said, however, that there are 
many points of agreement and a Christian minister 
could be benefited by studying the author’s style in 
presenting his messages. His language is chaste and 
colorful. The discriminating reader could find profit 
in this volume even though he must reject a number 
of the author’s theological biases. 


—John R. Richardson. 





“Protestantism In America” 


By Jerald C. Brauer. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price $3.50. 


Most works in Church History are written for 
advanced students. This one is written for high 
school and early college-age young people. It is also 
prepared to be of assistance to adult laymen un- 
trained in the technicalities of theology and history. 
The author states that this work is to provide a 
concise yet comprehensive account of Protestant 
Christianity in America. He employs the narrative 
style in an attempt to convey some of the excite- 
ment and drama which is its history. 


Dr. Brauer points out that there are two funda- 
mental marks to American Protestantism. One is a 
constant free experimentation and search for a 
fuller manifestation of God’s truth and will and 
the other is a sustained effort to avoid going beyond 
the truth and light already known in the Bible and 
codified in certain basic beliefs and confessions. He 
writes: “Thus Protestantism in America can be 
characterized in terms of a full, free experimenta- 
tion and in enduring Biblicism.” 

When the author writes as a historian we follow 
him. When he speaks as an interpreter, there are 
times when we must disagree with his conclusions. 
Since the author’s theological presuppositions are 
liberal, young people should be advised as to the 
necessity for reading this volume critically. 
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“Philippians” 
By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Pulbishing House. 
Price $2.50. 


This republication is a complete and unabridged 
edition of Dr. Meyer’s famous devotional commen- 
tary on the Epistle to the Philippians. He shows 
that Paul’s counsel to the church at Philippi is just 
as applicable and needed today as it was when first 
written. The author’s moving discussion of the 
meaning of this impressive Pauline Epistle will 
deepen and expand the spiritual life of any reader. 
Through these pages Christians will find themselves 
renewed for the task of consistent and victorious 
daily living in Christ. 





“Commentary On Exodus” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.95 for two volumes. 


A devotional book. The day by day readings will 
thrill and inspire. As a Bible commentary and source 
book for sermon ideas and suggestions it also excels. 
It shows that nowhere is God’s patience and love 
better portrayed than in the book of Exodus. Even 
though the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, the 
Father’s love pursued them. These two volumes are 


a rich source of blessing and spiritual encourage- 
ment. 





“Paul—A Servant Of 
Jesus Christ” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50. 


Of all the great Biblical characters, the apostle 
Paul is perhaps the most intriguing and yet the 
most human. It is to bring meaning out of the con- 
fused ideas and impressions concerning the unusual 
apostle that Dr. Meyer has written this purposeful 
and practical biography. This work will appeal to 
every Christian. It is practical, simple and excep- 
tionally readable. The fast moving events of the life 
of Paul lose nothing at the hand of this author. 
From birth to death Dr. Meyer reveals the mean- 
ing and ultimate victories of Paul’s life. 





“Moses—T he Servant 
Of God” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50. 


In skillful and discerning fashion Dr. Meyer 
presents the life of Moses analytically as well as 
factually. With careful and prayerful consideration, 
he shows how the character of Moses was shaped 
through his experiences with God. 


Some sample chapter titles from this inspiring 
biography are “His Mother’s Faith,” “The Love 
of God in the First Four Plagues,” “How the 
Character of Moses Grew,” and “The Death of 
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Moses.” Brilliantly and discerningly Dr. Meyer 
presents and analyzes Moses, the servant of God. 
The message of Moses’ life will be for every Chris- 
tian a challenging experience. 





“The Shepherd Psalm” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $1.95. 


This volume treats the six verses of the twenty- 
third Psalm in twelve discerning and soul-inspiring 
chapters. Dr. Meyer is at his best when expounding 
devotional thoughts from familiar Bible passages. 
For soul blessing and stirring “The Shepherd 
Psalm”: should be prescribed for every Christian. 





“The Present Tenses Of 
The Blessed Life” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $1.95. 


In the hustle and bustle of daily life it is easy 
for the most victorious Christian .to-become “bogged 
down” with such details as making a living, ful- 
filling various responsibilities and all the myriad 
activities that go into living an average and ordin- 
ary life. It is this aspect of the problem of Christian 
living which Dr. Meyer attacks so successfully in 
this volume. He expounds by means of many words 
and phrases in God’s Word, positive action on the 
part of God towards His people. No Christian will 
ever be the same if he applies the truths so simply 
and graphically presented in this volume. 





“The Lord Of The Harvest” 


By S. Franklin Logsdon. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


Dr. Logsdon’s soul-penetrating book on what the 
Holy Spirit can and should mean in the life of every 
Christian is permeated with sane Christian counsel. 
Says Dr. Logsdon, “There is much power through 
the Holy Spirit to regenerate, giving a new nature; 
to sanctify, giving a new character; to energize, 
giving new fruitfulness; to illuminate, giving new 
vision.” There is not only challenge here,—there is 
also comfort and soul blessing for Christian readers. 





“A Call To The Unconverted” 


By Richard Baxter. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


In this book Dr. Baxter recognizes sin and what 
it has done to man. He recognizes as well that “sin 
hath no more dominion” over the Christian but 
that the non-Christian is constantly faced and over- 
come by sin. This is an eloquent and true appeal to 
the unregenerate, the non-Christian, to turn from 
sin to God through the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. So fervently does Dr. Baxter plead 
his case that this book has long been considered a 
classic of evangelistic preaching. 
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Where Lies Efficiency ? 


This is not a movement against a Church, or against indi- 
viduals. 


Rather it is a movement to preserve the work and testimony 
of our Church as a separate and autonomous organization in 
the great family of evangelical Churches. 


We believe such a continuation will be more effective. 
We believe it will be more economical. 


We believe it will be more efficient. 


There is not one shred of evidence to show that a larger church 
organization, with its centralization of power, offers any advan- 
tage in the work of God’s Kingdom. 


Organic union is not necessary for Christian fellowship, nor is 
it necessary for co-operation and comity. 


After exhaustive study of the proposal for union we again state 
that there is not one valid argument for union which is not 


counterbalanced many times by more valid ones showing that | 


we should continue as a separate organization. 





Send For Sample Literature 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION AND CONTINUATION 
OF THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 
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